Revelation
The Distant Triumph Song
Lesson 1 

I. Biblical interpretation

· All the Bible is God’s word
· Revelation does not disagree with the rest

· We take God at his word
· Literal when literal (“this is my body”)

· Symbolic when stated (Great dragon, 1000 years, etc.)

II. Occasion and purpose of Revelation 

· John on island of Patmos because of the word of God

· Christians could expect to be cast in prison (2:10)

· Christians could expect a martyr’s death (2:13)

· Some were beheaded for their faith (6:9-11)

· “We must through much tribulation enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22)

· “The gates of hell shall not prevail against the church” (Mt 16:18)
III. Outline and Progression (slides)
IV. Setting the stage (1:1-8)

Revelation 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw-- that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits {4 Or the sevenfold Spirit} before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father-- to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."

1. What is a revelation?

Unveiling

2. There is a progression of communication here.  What is it?

God to Jesus to angel to John
3. What is divine inspiration?  How does John claim it for himself?
God revealed what should be written.  John speaks that the message came from God in both verse 1 and verse 2.  He actually “saw” it.  This is much like the language of the O.T. prophets.  

4. What blessing is promised in verse 3?  What is implied?
Blessing on those who read and those who hear.  It is implied that this will be read in public worship.  This promise fits in with Jesus’ promise.  Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.  

5. Do you see a reference to the Trinity in verse 5?  Who are the seven spirits before the throne?

Yes.  It would seem to be a reference to the Holy Spirit.  This term is not explained anywhere else in the book.  There is a sevenfold description of the Holy Spirit in Isaiah 11:2.  Perhaps John was making reference to that description.  The context strongly suggests Holy Spirit.
6. Christians sometimes speak of the 3 offices of Christ.  Can you see them in verse 5?
Jesus is prophet, priest and king.

7. Verses 5 and 6 declare that Jesus does/ has done 3 things for us.  What are they?

He loves us.  He has freed us from our sins.  He has made us a kingdom and priests.

8. Jesus refers to himself as the Alpha and Omega in verse 8.  The reference is even clearer in chapter 22.  Why is this important?
He is pointed to as true God.  He claims the identity of the Father.  

V. The Vision of Christ (1:9-20)

Revelation 1:9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea." 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," {13 Daniel 7:13} dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 19 "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels {20 Or messengers} of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

1. In verse 9 John sounds the theme of the book.  How?
He points to suffering but also kingship and patience.

2. What does it mean that John was in “the spirit”?

Hard for us to know for sure.  It would seem clear that he was in a spiritual state in which he was able to see and hear visions.
3. Are we dealing with real cities?
Every evidence would suggest that we are.

4. Jesus appeared standing among the seven lampstands.  Later in Revelation we are told that these lampstands are the churches.  Why is that appropriate?
The light of the world shines from these churches.  

5. There are aspects to the appearance of Jesus that are hard to interpret.  Care to try?
White was a sign of purity or righteousness.  Eyes were like fiery flames- able to see all things.  Seven stars are the pastors of the seven churches (revealed later).  Sword is obviously the powerful word of God.

6. What problems are facing our Christian churches today?

Answers will vary.

7. What comfort do we receive knowing that Jesus walks among the churches and holds the pastors in their hands?

All!

