Revelation

The Distant Triumph Song

Lesson 6 – Chapters 12-14
Introduction
1.  Seven letters to the seven churches.
2.  The seven seals.

3.  The seventh seal leads right into the seven angels with the seven trumpets.

4.  The seventh trumpet leads right into the seven visions.

5.  The seven visions also end in judgment like the seven seals and the seven trumpets.

I.  The First Vision – The Woman and the Dragon (12:1-13:1)

Who is the child and who is the dragon?

We start with the things that are obvious and the things that we know when interpreting these visions.  The child is Jesus because he is described as one, who will rule all nations with an iron scepter.  The dragon is the devil because he tried to kill and devour Jesus and the woman and in verse 9 is referred to as the devil.  The seven heads and seven crowns alert us to the fact that the devil desires and tries to be like God, but the 10 horns alert us to the falseness of these desires and claims.
Who is the woman who is giving birth and how do we know this?

The woman is the Church.  We know this because she gave birth to the Savior and that she was protected by God.  Some commentators try to say that this is the virgin Mary alone, but in verse 17 it seems to say that the woman’s offspring are all believers, which the Bible never speaks about Mary in this way.  Also the fact that this church is taken care of for 1,260 days shows that it lasts throughout the New Testament age.

What is signified by the woman spending 1,260 days in the desert?

As we talked about a little in chapter 11 when in Revelation God talks about 1,260 days, 42 months or 3 ½ years (sometimes referred to as time (1), times (2), and half a time (1/2) which equals the 3 ½ years) all as the same period of time.  In chapter 11, John says that the enemies of the church will trample on the holy city for those 42 months, showing that this is the time that the church will be persecuted.  Therefore 1,260 days refers to the entire New Testament era from Jesus life up until the time that he comes again in Last Judgment.  The fact that it is only 3 ½ years, half of 7 which is the number of completeness, shows that it is a finite period of time that the church will be persecuted and it won’t be forever.  There will be a time when the persecution ends and that is on the Last Day.  In the mean time, God promises to care for the woman (the Church) for the 1,260 days that it is chased around by the dragon (the devil).
What is the significance of the dragon sweeping 1/3 of the stars from the sky with his tail?

This might be a reference to the fallen angels that took part in the devil’s rebellion against God, or it could just refer to the tremendous power that the dragon has.
What are some examples of the dragon trying to kill the child from his birth?

Any of the devil’s plans to try to stop Jesus’ saving work would be examples of this.  From the killing of the baby boys in Jerusalem by King Herod, the devil’s temptation of Jesus in the desert, Peter telling him that he didn’t have to die, to the betrayal of Jesus by Judas, there are countless examples of the devil’s attempts to thwart Jesus’ plan of salvation and devour the child.

What does the child being snatched up to the throne of God symbolize?

This has to be a picture of the ascension of Jesus, and once that happened and his work was completed (he is now sitting at the right hand of God because his work is done) the devil lost his opportunity to try to devour the child.

What is the war that the devil lost in these verses?
Many think that this refers to the battle shortly after the creation of the world before Adam and Eve’s fall into sin when the devil and his followers were thrown from heaven to earth.  While that is certainly a possibility that this is what is referred to here, the voice from heaven seems to suggest otherwise.  The voice says that the devil had been overcome by the blood of the Lamb, and ultimately the devil’s final defeat came when Jesus fulfilled his plan of salvation by dying on the cross.  And although it might seem that this doesn’t fit with the idea of the devil falling from heaven, we see that even in Jesus’ life on earth, he talked about the devil like this.  Right after the disciples drove out demons in Jesus name and they came to tell him how excited they were about this, Jesus said that he saw the devil fall like lightning.  He said this because really the devil loses and is cast down any time that there is a victory for the gospel when his Word is proclaimed.  Both interpretations would be acceptable and it certainly seems like the NIV favors the first interpretation.

Why is the devil described as the one who accuses day and night?
The devil is not only the one who tempts us to sin, but he is also like the prosecuting attorney, who, after he leads us to fall into temptation, goes to the judge and accuses us and demands punishment for our sins.  The devil not only accuses us there, but he also comes to us and confronts us with our sins and asks God if he really will forgive us.
How are these accusations overcome?

They are overcome by the blood of the Lamb.  Jesus death on the cross makes its o that there is no more accusations for our sins, because the punishment has been paid.

Once the devil saw that he would not be able to devour the child, he shifted his attention back to the church on earth so that he could drag as many as he could down with him.  So the dragon pursued the woman again.  What do the two wings given to the woman symbolize?

All we can really say with any certainty is that it symbolizes the fact that God will protect and help the church from the threats of the devil.  Some suggest that the two wings symbolize the two sacraments that the church has been given.  Others think that the two wings symbolize the gospel in Word and Sacraments.
What is the river coming from the dragon’s mouth and how does the earth help the woman?

The river would just be the demonic teachings of the devil that try to bring down the Church itself.  But these teachings are swallowed by the earth showing that the false teachings of the devil come and go.  This reminds me of the Pharisee Gamaliel who when speaking about the disciples said, “Leave these men alone!  For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.  But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men.”
What is the difference between attacking the woman and her offspring?

The devil can’t bring down the Church as a whole, since God said that the gates of Hades would never be able to overcome it.  Therefore, he attacks the individual members to bring as many to hell as he can.

II.  The Second Vision – The Beast from the Sea (13:2-10)

What does the beast out of the sea represent?

The beast of the sea represents secular government.  The similarities between this vision and the vision in Daniel chapter 7 are unmistakable.  And in Daniel it says that the four animals are the four kingdoms, showing that it is secular government.

What do the heads and crowns tell us about the beast?

The similarities here between the beast of the sea and the dragon show that the devil uses the secular government to fight against the church.  The crowns also suggest that the government at times tries to put itself in the place of God.  We see that in communistic governments but also in our own government that teaches evolution and allows abortions.
What do the different animal elements tell us about the beast?

The animals used here normally strike fear in men.  Leopards, lions and bears are all deadly creatures.  This shows that from a human point of view, the secular governments that oppose Christianity can be a very scary thing.

What is the mortal wound that is healed?

We are very uncertain about this.  Some have suggested that this took place when the Roman persecution of Christians ceased under Constantine and it seemed like the government wouldn’t harm Christians anymore.  However, we then see that this led to a state-church, which did great damage to the church as a whole because they compromised the truth of God’s Word for unity’s sake.  However, all we know from this is that the government seemed to suffer a defeat only to continue to cause damage to the church?

What are examples of secular government being blasphemous and anti-Christian and how do these blasphemies attack the church?

Communism is an easy example because it promoted atheism and said that all blessings come from the government and not God.  Our government today promotes abortion and we pay taxes for evolution to be taught in our school systems.  The way that these blasphemies attack the church are that Christians are called unloving if they oppose sin.  They are called uneducated or ignorant if they believe in a 6-day creation.  They are also called anti-social or elitist when they don’t join together with all religions and instead stand up for the truth and look to Jesus as the one way to heaven.
How can this vision of the beast out of the sea and what Paul says in Romans 13 that says no authority exists except that which has been established by God be in agreement?

God has showed countless examples throughout history how he can use evil and plans of the devil to accomplish his purpose.  Although secular government can try to fight against God’s church, God will ultimately even use evil government to work for the good of those who love him.

III.  The Third Vision – The Beast from the Earth (13:11-18)
What does the beast of the earth represent?

This represents the anti-Christ and churches and teachings that are also anti-christs.
What is the significance of the appearance like a lamb but talking like a dragon?

This description of the beast shows that this beast represents anti-Christian religion including churches who claim to be Christian but unfortunately don’t teach what the Bible teaches.  The appearance of the Lamb shows that these religions appear harmless, they even appear Christ-like in that they might call themselves Christian, however they talk like a dragon, showing that their message is from the devil.
How do the beasts of the earth and the sea work together?

You can think of examples throughout history of how the government and the church worked together to squelch the message of the Bible.  One example would be how the papacy in years past had claimed worldwide secular authority.  The papacy taught not only condemnation for those who wouldn’t have allegiance to the pope but also threatened physical death as well.  The Spanish Inquisition or the Crusades are good examples.  More anti-Christian religions like Islam also cooperate with the government in the past to do physical harm to those who don’t believe as they do.  Rome during John’s time would give Christians an option to offer incense to the emperor or be put to death.

Why were people given the mark of the beast?  Have you seen examples of this taking place?

So that they could buy and sell.  Death by execution is not the only way that antichristian powers attack the church, but also they use economic pressures.  Again we think about communist governments who only allow those who are backers of atheism to fully participate in the business world or politics.
What is the significance of the number 666?

It shows that the devil and his minions are “3-time losers.”  God’s number is 7 and no matter how many times they try to put themselves in the place of God, they will never be able to match God.

IV.  The Fourth Vision – The 144,000 with the Lamb (14:1-5)
Why 144,000?

The number 144,000 is used to show that it is the complete number of the Church.  Nobody that God has elected will be missing from that number.  12 stands for the Old Testament Church because of the 12 tribes of Israel and 12 also stands for the New Testament Church because of the 12 apostles.  These numbers multiplied together make 144, showing that all believers from all time were there. 

Why do you think John saw this vision after the previous three visions?

The previous visions were all about the enemies that threatened the Church.  God showed John that although enemies would threaten the Church they would not succeed in defeating them.  In fact not a single person whom God has chosen will be missing from heaven because of those enemies.

What stands out to you in John’s vision of heaven?

Some neat pictures in this section are that the sound of the saints is like the roar of rushing waters and a loud peal of thunder.  We will have the name of the Father and the Lamb written on our foreheads showing that we are his.  We will be singing a new song of the triumph of our God.
V.  The Fifth Vision – The Three Angels (14:6-13)
What comfort does the first angel give us?

In spite of all the enemies attacking the Church, God’s Word will never go away.  The gospel that God gives us is eternal and it will be proclaimed to every nation, tribe, language and people.

Can you think of some examples of this first angel in action?

One example we would have to point to would be the Reformation.  The Catholic Church at that time was teaching things contrary to Scripture.  They were saying that you could buy forgiveness with money by purchasing indulgences.  They also said that you could help people who had already died by making pilgrimages to Rome or paying for the Mass to be done in private.  They also taught that the traditions of the church were just as important as God’s Word.  God then provided his Church with Martin Luther to reform the church and restore the pure gospel to the world.  This however is not the only example of the first angel in action.  Early in the Christian church there were controversies about whether Jesus was truly God or truly man and debates about the Trinity.  God provided men who would stand up for the truth in the face of opposition, which is why we have many of the creeds today.  Even after Martin Luther, we see in the Lutheran church that it was in danger of losing the true gospel.  For a while, Lutheranism trended toward legalism which robbed the message of the gospel.  But no matter what threats have threatened the Church, God’s gospel is eternal and will never go away.
Why does the second angel prophesy against Babylon?

Babylon really stands for the enemies of the church.  The Roman government was sometimes referred to as Babylon in John’s day because of the persecution they faced.  In the Old Testament Babylon was an enemy of the church and their release from Babylon was almost symbolic of the freedom that the Church would feel from its enemies on the Last Day.

What is the message of the third angel?

The message of the 1st angel is that God’s gospel will remain forever.  The 2nd angel says that the enemies of the church will be destroyed.  The 3rd angel says that whoever follows the teachings of the enemies of the church will be condemned along with those enemies.  There will be no enemies for the Church remaining on the Last Day.  An interesting parallel between the 2nd and 3rd angels is that Babylon deceived people by making them drink the maddening wine, and the third angel says that those who have drunk from that cup will also drink from the cup of God’s wrath.
VI.  The Sixth Vision – The Harvest of the Earth (14:14-20)

Who is the angel sitting in the clouds?

He is Jesus since he is described as one “like a son of man” and wearing a crown of gold.

What is this harvest a picture of?

It is a picture of Judgment Day.  That day is talked about as a harvest many times in the Bible.

Is this vision meant as a comfort or a warning?

Often when speaking about the Last Day, it is both a comfort to believers and a warning to unbelievers.  However, in this context, it is mostly a comfort because the first 3 vision in this series painted a bleak picture for the church with all the enemies that surrounded it.  So not only is it a comfort that the believers will be harvested and gathered with Jesus, but it is also a comfort that the enemies of the church will be trampled.

Reading for next week – Chapters 15-16
