Revelation

The Distant Triumph Song

Lesson 11 – Chapter 22
Introduction

Introduction:  John’s Vision of Jesus on the Island of Patmos (1:1-20)

I.  The Seven Letters to the Seven Churches (2:1-3:22)


Admonitions and commendations for their dealing with their present persecutions

II. The Vision of the Seven Seals (4:1-8:6)


The circumstances of the Church in the world (The 4 horses; souls under the altar, Last judgment, 144,000, ends with judgment)

III.  The Vision of the Seven Trumpets (8:7-11:19)


The circumstance of the Church in the “church” (Similar worldly circumstances, false doctrine that spreads through the church; the angel with the little scroll and the two enduring witnesses, ends with the end of the world)
IV.  The Seven Visions (12:1-15:8)


Enemies who want to destroy the church and the victory of the elect (The dragon, the beast of the sea and the beast of the earth; the 144,000, the three angels, the harvest)
V.  The Vision of the Seven Bowls (16:1-21)


Similar to the Seven Trumpets; poured out on those who refused to repent (Ends with the Armageddon and the end of the world)
VI.  The Victory over the Apostate Church (17:1-19:21)


The harlot on the scarlet beast, the fall of Babylon, the Rider on the white horse (The rider on the white horse throws the beast and the false prophet into the fiery lake)
VII.  The Victory over Satan (20:1-22:7)


The fate of Satan and the New Jerusalem (The reign of the saints with Christ, Satan thrown into the lake of sulfur forever, the city of gold)
Conclusion (22:8-21)

I.  The River of Life (v. 1-5)
Revelation 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 
Note: John uses imagery in this description of heaven that directly correlates to other descriptions of paradise in the Bible.  By using descriptions that his original readers would have already been familiar with, John emphasizes the unity that the Bible has.
Genesis 2:8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. 

Ezekiel 47:1The man brought me back to the entrance of the temple, and I saw water coming out from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar. 2 He then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was flowing from the south side…12 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing."

What similarities and differences do you see in this vision of John and these other descriptions?  (The tree of life is present in the Garden of Eden and in heaven.  God had always intended his people to be able to eat from the tree of life.  However, he didn’t want them to live in sin forever.  So God placed his tree of life in heaven again so that we could eat from it only this time we will life forever in perfection.  In the Garden of Eden, the Garden was watered and cared for by God, not through the work of man.  That came after the fall into sin.  In John’s vision, a river ran through heaven as God cared for all that was in heaven and mankind didn’t have to work any longer.  Finally in Ezekiel, he described heaven with the pictures of the river and the tree too.  He talks about the tree bearing its fruit each month and it says that its leaves have healing.)  What is the significance of the differences?  (Most notably, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is missing.  This tree won’t be in heaven because there won’t be the possibility of sin or death again.  We will be confirmed in perfection in heaven.  There will be no more temptations.  The only difference in the Ezekiel passages and the vision in Revelation is that the river comes from the temple in Ezekiel and it comes from the throne of the Lord in Revelation.  The temple was the place where the Israelites saw the Lord dwell with them so that was a fitting picture then.  However, John is emphasizing the fact that we will be living directly in the presence of the Lord.)
How has this vision changed from the last time that we had seen the tree of life?  (The last time that we saw the tree of life an angel of God was blocking Adam and Eve from reentering the Garden of Eden.  They were never allowed to go back there because of their sin.  But now he welcomes us back to the tree of life because our sin has been removed and we have been made perfect.)
Why does the tree bear 12 different fruits every month?  (God is using imagery again here since we know that there will be no more time in heaven and therefore no seasons or months.  But the number 12 is significant because it is the number of the Church.  There will be fruit for all of God’s people.  All his children will live forever.)
How many different ways is perfection emphasized in John’s vision?  (The water of life is clear as crystal and free from all impurities.  The tree of life has leaves that provide healing.  No longer will there be any curse.  We will see God face to face.  There will be no more night.  There will be no need for the light of a lamp of the sun.)
Note:  When the seventh trumpet was sounded, it was declared that Christ would reign forever and ever.  Christ and the members of the Church Triumphant were said to reign together during the New Testament era.  Now John says that the Church will reign with Christ forever and ever.

The fact that we will reign in heaven is a great joy for Christians.  But presently the dragon and the beasts described in Revelation are still given permission to roam the earth and persecute the Church.  How does this vision help Christians while still living on this earth?  (The fact that we will reign forever with Christ makes it easier to deal with the present sufferings.  I’m reminded of the story of Jacob working seven years for his wife Rachel and he said that it seemed like only a few days because of the great thing that would be waiting for him.  The same is true for us.  It’s easier to withstand the threats of the devil when we know that something much better is waiting for us.  2 Cor. 4:17 – For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.)
In this sinful world that we live in today reigning and serving sound like conflicting roles.  But John says that in heaven we will both reign and serve.  Why won’t these be conflicting roles in heaven?  (The reason that they seem like conflicting roles is because in our sinfulness it’s hard to imagine any sort of “reign” without the misuse of power.  The same is true with serving in that it always seems like farced servitude.  But in perfection everyone will serve each other and there won’t be a chain of command like we envision servitude and reigning today.)
Why is being able to see God’s face so significant?  (This emphasizes the way that we have come full circle in the Bible.  In the Garden of Eden, God walked with Adam and Eve face to face.  However, when they fell into sin they hid themselves from God’s presence.  In Exodus 33:20 God said, “But you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”  Sin separated us from a perfect God so that we couldn’t see his face.  But in heaven all that sin is removed.  In heaven our perfect relationship with God that was intended in Eden will be restored.  Just think about the joy that this will bring.  It might be hard for us to think of the joy now but when the disciples saw Jesus on the mount of transfiguration all they could say was, “Lord it is good for us to be here.”  That’s the joy that we will feel.  We might be able to relate it with being in the presence of greatness.  If we were to meet a celebrity or a professional athlete, we get our picture taken with them.  How much greater will our face to face meeting be with Jesus.)
Why is this a perfect ending for Revelation?  Why is this a perfect ending for the Bible?  (This is a perfect ending for the Bible because the tree of life in Genesis and Revelation are perfect bookends.  The perfection that God created was ruined by sin, but won’t ruin God’s plan forever.  God intended that we would eat from the tree of life and he will make that we do.)
II. Claim of Inspiration (v. 6-7)
6The angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place." 

 7"Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." 

Note:  There are over 500 references and allusions to other Bible passages in Revelation.  And if that weren’t enough to prove that Revelation is God’s Word, the angel also declared that the words of Revelation were trustworthy and true.  Even if our levels of certainty are low when dealing with some of the symbols of this book, that doesn’t change the fact that they are true and that they agree completely with the rest of the Bible.


How can Jesus say that he was coming soon when he said this to John almost 2,000 years ago?  (God is not slow as some understand slowness.  A day is like a thousand years and a thousand years is like a day.  But he still is coming soon.)
How do we “keep” the words of Revelation?  (We keep them by studying them and making them a part of our daily lives.  We will always want to hold the promises that Revelation contains in our hearts because it is the strength that we need to know that the Church really is victorious because of Jesus’ victory.  There is no need to worry about the things that threaten us in our life today because the victory is already won.)
III. John and the Angel (v. 8-11)
 Revelation 22:8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!" 

 10Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 11Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy." 

 
What sort of reactions have you gotten from our study of Revelation? (slides)

(Answers may vary, but the slides emphasize the many frightening pictures of Revelation that portray the enemies of the Church.)
What was John’s reaction to these visions?  (John didn’t react with fear, but with joy.  He fell down and worshipped.  He understood the message of Revelation.  The enemies could be as frightening as possible but they will not stop God.)
How are we fellow servants with angels?  (We are all creatures of God created to do his will.  We both live to serve God and hasten the coming of his kingdom.)
What are some examples of angels being extremely popular in today’s society?  What is the danger in paying too much attention to angels?  (There are countless books and movies and television shows that are written about angels.  The power and comfort that angels have and provide are real.  God talks about his angels to comfort us.  However, we should never forget that they are servants of God and not equal with God in any way.  While we stand in awe of them, we dare not worship them or we will lose connection with the head like these Colossians passages say.)
Colossians 2:18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize.  Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions. 19 He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.
Why is there a temptation to seal up this book? (v.10) Why does Jesus still tell us not to?  (Much of Revelation is difficult to understand and then that brings the temptation with it to not study it because it is difficult.  There is also the temptation to seal it up because there are so many false teachings that are associated with misinterpretations of the book.  However, the Bible and all its parts are written for a reason.  The Bible isn’t written to satisfy our curiosity, but it is written for our salvation.  Revelation declares that Jesus is victorious.  What we don’t find in Revelation shouldn’t keep us from teaching and studying what we do find there.)
Why would Jesus say, “Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong,” etc?  (Jesus certainly doesn’t want unbelievers to remain unbelievers here on this earth.  But he is saying that when he comes again and their time of grace is over they will either be confirmed in their belief or unbelief.  In heaven there won’t be any opportunity for us to fall into sin any more.  However, for the unbeliever there won’t be any more opportunity for them come to faith and enjoy goodness any more.  When will Jesus say this?  (This will take place at the end of the world at Judgment.)
IV. Jesus Speaks to John (v. 12-19)
12"Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

 14"Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

 16"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." 

 17The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 

 18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 

Jesus calls himself 3 different names to emphasize his eternal nature.  Why would he emphasize this so heavily?  (He has not disappeared from our lives now even with all the enemies that threaten us.  And after these enemies have had their time in the sun, Jesus will still be there and he will stand victorious in the end.)
Usually when we speak about having the right to something we talk about something that we deserve.  How can Jesus say some have the right to the tree of life?  (Jesus has removed all our sins and given us the robe of righteousness.  Because of this we cannot be denied heaven.  Jesus has made sure of it.)
What is the inherent paradox with Jesus being the Root and Offspring of David?  (The fact that Jesus is both the Originator, or Root, of David points to the fact that as God he has created us all.  The fact that he is the Offspring, or son, of David points to the fact that he is true man.  Jesus talks about this paradox in Luke 20:41-44 – “The Jesus said to them, ‘How is it that they say the Christ is the Son of David?  David himself declares in the Book of Psalms: “The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’” David calls him “Lord.” How then can he be his son?’
Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” together.  How does this encourage us and keep us humble at the same time?  (It encourages us because in our outreach efforts the Spirit is going along with us.  Yet it keeps us humble because when we have success in our outreach efforts to know that the Spirit is the one who calls people to faith.  This doesn’t stop us from rejoicing when the Spirit does call someone.)
The water of life is free.  Why wouldn’t everyone take the free gift?  (It’s much like when Jesus said, “Physician, heal yourself.”  If people don’t realize that they are thirsty, they won’t get a drink.  If someone doesn’t realize their need for forgiveness, then they won’t have any need to look for a Savior for forgiveness.)
Deuteronomy 4:2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you.

Note:  At the end of God’s first written revelation to his people and his last, God commanded the people not to add or subtract from it.  

What are ways that God’s Word is added or subtracted from, with or without evil intentions?  (There certainly are lots of examples, but the most common way that God’s Word is added and subtracted from is the law.  No one really likes to hear that they are sinful and deserve to go to hell and experience all of the terrible things described in this book.  Therefore, there is always the temptation to lessen the force of the law, but God warns against it.)
V. Final Words (v. 20-21)
 20He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." 
      Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.

Note:  After all the enemies that are currently fighting against the Church from within and without and then Jesus description of what is waiting for the Church, it’s easy to see why John’s final words would be, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”

Is it right to pray for a speedy return even with so many still unconverted?  (God promises that he will call his elect and that the gospel will be preached to the four corners of the earth.  God won’t come until all of his children have been called.)
Conversely, what keeps us content with Jesus promise to come soon as opposed to now?  (Faith produces patience.  Romans 8:18 – I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  Jesus will come.  Jesus will take me to be with him.  Soon is good enough for me.)
