Public Ministry, the Divine Call, and Our Wisconsin Synod
I.  Biblical Teaching
What is “ministry”?
2 Corinthians 5:18-19 – [God] reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
1. What does it mean that God reconciled us to himself?

2. How did God reconcile the world to himself?

3. What is another word we often use for the “message of reconciliation”?

4. What, then, is the ministry that God has established?


Augsburg Confession Article V – In order that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the sacraments was instituted.

To whom did God give the gospel ministry?

John 20:23 – Jesus breathed on them and said…“If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
1 Peter 2:9 – But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

1. To whom was Jesus speaking?  To whom was Peter writing?

2. To whom, then, has God given the gospel ministry?

What is the public ministry?
Ephesians 4:11,12 – It was [God] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.

1 Corinthians 14 – Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said…  For God is not a God of disorder but of peace.
1. Public or private?

· A pastor preaches a sermon in front of five hundred people.

· A pastor gives a devotion to a member of the congregation in his hospital room.

· One afternoon Mr. Smith is talking about Jesus with his next door neighbor in his front yard.  While he is doing so, many other people from the neighborhood happened to walk by and overhear their conversation.

· Mr. Jones, who is an elder, talks on the phone to a man who hasn’t been to church in two months.

· Mrs. Jones reads a devotion to her large family of nine children.

· Mrs. Smith teaches Sunday school to her five 4th grade students.

2. Who instituted the public ministry?

3. What would be the result if God had not instituted the public ministry?

Who is qualified for the public ministry?
1 Timothy 3:2-7 - ﻿2﻿ Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, ﻿3﻿ not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. ﻿4﻿ He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. ﻿5﻿ (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) ﻿6﻿ He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. ﻿7﻿ He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.
2 Timothy 1:13-14 - ﻿13﻿ What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. ﻿14﻿ Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
1. Summarize the character required of someone in the public ministry.

2. Summarize the spiritual gifts/spiritual training required of someone in the public ministry.


How does a person enter the public ministry?

1 Timothy 3:1 – Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task.

Romans 10:14-15 – How can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?

Hebrews 5:1,4,5,10 – Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God…  No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was.  So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest.  But [he] was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.
1. How is deciding to be a pastor/teacher/staff minister similar to deciding to be an engineer/policeman/banker?

2. How is deciding to be a pastor/teacher/staff minister different from deciding to be an engineer/policeman/banker?

3. How does Hebrews 5 especially illustrate the importance God places on the call into the public ministry?

Augsburg Confession Article XIV – No one should publicly teach in the Church or administer the Sacraments unless he be regularly called.
Who calls?
Jeremiah 1:4,5 - ﻿4﻿ The word of the Lord came to me, saying, ﻿5﻿ “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
Acts 14:23 – Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.
Acts 20:28 – Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.

Matthew 9:38 – “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
1. At one time, how were people called into the public ministry?

2. Since the time of the Apostles, how have people been called into the public ministry?

3. Who is still responsible for calling people into the public ministry?

II. Wisconsin Synod Practice
How do we recognize that the gospel ministry has been given to all believers?

1. In worship services.


2. In daily life.

How do we train qualified candidates for the public ministry?
1. Martin Luther College

2. Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary

How do people enter the public ministry?

1. Christians recognize a need.
2. Christians find a qualified candidate.


How do we call public ministers?
1. Local congregations.

2. Assignment committee.

3. Mission Boards.

4. School governing boards.

How do we recognize that the call comes from God?

1. Avoid “hiring and firing.”

2. A minister takes a call seriously.

3. A congregation takes a call seriously.
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